
View on the Amendment of Court-Martial by Mother of Late PFC Yoon 

 

I plead with blood-curdling feelings.  

In April, 2014, my precious son, Army Private First Class Yoon Seungju, passed away after suffering 

from constant violence and bullying from the senior soldiers. At then, the military unit was busy 

covering up the truth. At first, even I thought he died of suffocation with dumpling stuck in his airway. 

However, after seeing numerous scars on the cold body of my son, I have confirmed that the military 

investigative agencies are concealing the case in an organized way.  

Though it has been forgotten in the memories of people, my son was also a victim of sexual molestation. 

Back then, my son’s damages from sexual violence did not gather much attention because the aspects 

of senior soldiers’ lynching and tortures were extremely grotesque and severe. However, my boy, too, 

trembled out of pain, sexual humiliation, and contempt due to sexual abuse. 

Recently, I had to recall the nightmares from the past again, reading the death of an air force sergeant 

first class. As the scenes came up to me where my son was molested and the military concealed the case 

in an organized way, I could not have slept well at all. Nonetheless, I patted myself and believed in hope 

to see the strong will of the President and repeated apologies of the Minister of National Defense, as 

well as the formation of the Civilian-Government-Military Joint Committee, thinking to myself: “Yes, 

time has passed; anyway, the Government was formed after the candlelight; it would be different this 

time.” 

However, it is depressing that things seem to repeat themselves from 2014 again.  

Still, there are a lot of victimized deaths, in addition to sexual abuse, in the military. If the office of 

military human rights protection may visit the military bases without prior notice and investigate cases, 

and if the trials are held before civilian courts, then it would be better than now. There is not a single 

cause to retain a court-martial that has lost people’s trust and has no competencies when we are not in 

wartime.  

We all know that the military court has consistently covered up for its own family member, downscaled 

a case, and continued impunity. It was not that different in my son’s case either. Thus, there were high 

voices calling for the end of court-martials back then. However, the court-martial remained due to the 

desperate resistance of the military.  

This time, it is proposed that the sexual crimes, death cases, and crimes committed before joining the 

military will be transferred to the civilian court. It is probably because soldiers passed away due to 

sexual crimes. If so, has the court-martial dealt fairly; is that why other crimes are still under the court-

martial? Would they transfer bullying cases only if a victim dies in the case of other crimes? Why on 

the earth things work in this way, failing to simply remove court-marital, a single thing. Until when the 

victims should plead through deaths? What in the world the lawmakers do? Where are the apologies of 

the Minister and the will of strict punishment of the President gone? So, was all that just vein words? 

Was it a show of fraud against the whole nationals? 

Such an amendment is killing twice PFC Yoon, Cpt Oh, two sergeants in the Air Force and the Navy, 

recently departed this word, and an army noncom, recently attempted suicides, and other victims who 

would be crying in silence even now. 

I can never accept this.  

It feels like my son’s crying is heard again. 



I plead with blood-curdling feelings. This is just not it.  

August 24, 2021 

Sincerely, 

Ahn Mija  

(Mother of Late PFC Yoon) 


